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It’s midsummer and we have had just about every type of weather the U.P. can offer short of snow. The
lake leveliiiiuhh
has fluctuated considerably but overall has been quite good. Interestingly Mark Gregory, one
of our two CLMP water sampling folks, said that when he took a Spring water sample after one of the
heavier rains the lake was the clearest he had ever seen it. We use what is known as a Secchi Disc to
measure clarity depth and typically we have about 6 t0 6 ½ feet and he noted it was 8 ½ feet.
Undoubtedly the huge volume of rain falling directly on the lake made a huge difference.
Our annual meeting and picnic was held on July 15 at the Gogebic County Park Pavilion. We had a
short business meeting to review our operations for the last year and discuss ideas for possible
projects. The LGIA Board is always eager to hear ideas from the membership anytime during the year.
Thanks were extended to our departing board members: Jack Kurtz, Mark DeGrave, Donna Blasius
and Mark Gregory. We welcomed two new board members; Kathy Lowery and Jean Ninefeldt. As well
we thanked our Social Committee Chairs June and Betty Lou Wirtanen for the work done to pull the
picnic together and visit our Lake Gogebic businesses to solicit door prizes given each year. They were
particularly generous this year and received a sincere round of applause. Last but not least thanks
were given to our annual picnic chef, Jack Boyardee Kurtz. If you missed this year, plan on being there
next year for a good time.
Another interesting thing has taken place in the life of the LGIA since you received our last Newsletter.
During the 4th of July week in each of the last three years our boat washing crews have participated in
the Landing Blitz Program sponsored by the State of Michigan. This is a major effort to educate citizens
about the threat of invasive species. Kathy Lowery, the LGIA boat washing program coordinator called
Brian Whitens, producer of WLUC Channel 6’s outdoor program “Discovering” to see if he would be
interested in doing something about the Blitz. He agreed and put together a great program which aired
on 7/08/18. If you missed it you can see it by going to YouTube.com or Googling 906outdoors.com and
clicking on program #309.
We hope you enjoy watching a really nice review of our terrific Lake Gogebic and the role the LGIA is
playing in keeping it so.
.
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Lake Gogebic Improvement Association
Annual Meeting and Picnic
15 July 2018
Minutes
The Annual Meeting was called to order by President Phil Wirtanen at 2:18 p.m CDT.
A quorum was achieved with thirty-two members of the Association in attendance plus members represented by proxy through notice of the
Annual Meeting published in the June 2018 Newsletter.
Minutes from the 2017 Annual Meeting were published in the August-September 2017 Newsletter. Moved and seconded to accept the
Minutes. Motion passed.
Treasurer's Report. Jim O'Neill reported that the General account has a reconciled balance of $4,425.34 as of 30 June 2018; the balance in
the Special account is $480.82; and the current value of the Certificate of Deposit is $7,827.13. Moved and seconded to accept the
Treasurer's report. Motion passed.
Committee Reports:
Membership. Carol D'Alberto reminded the membership that changes in mailing addresses, phone numbers, and e-mail are needed
so that the Association can most efficiently keep in contact with the membership. Also welcome are the names and contact
information of new owners of lake properties, as well as others who may be interested in joining the LGIA. Real estate agencies
continue to be helpful in this regard.
Boat Washing. Kathy Lowery noted that the LGIA has a presence on the Facebook page "Protecting Lake Gogebic." Also, the
LGIA is featured on the "Discovering" program of TV6 in Marquette, to be aired on 16 July 2018 at 6:30 p.m. EDT.
Loon Nests. An encouraging sign that the project, steered by Jack Kurtz, is taking effect is that one of the loon nests on Lake
Gogebic has been observed to have a nesting loon with a baby loon.
Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program. Mark Gregory reported that the clarity of Lake Gogebic continues to be very good after
testing.
President's Remarks. Phil Wirtanen reviewed some of the work of the LGIA. Invasive aquatic species remain a primary focus. The LGIA
continues to partner with the Upper Peninsula Power Company (UPPCO) to contain purple loosestrife; and has worked with the U. S. Forest
Service to eradicate buckthorn in the county parks on the lake. The LGIA has contact with various agencies and organizations working at
multiple levels with Michigan's inland lakes; and there is also growing recognition of Lake Gogebic as one of Michigan's premier bodies of
water. A letter introducing the LGIA and its work is forthcoming to non-members to encourage further participation in the work of the
Association.
Election of Directors. Four current Directors are leaving the Board as their terms expire. Kathy Lowery and Jean Ninefeldt were nominated;
and it was moved and seconded that they be elected to serve on the Board. Motion passed by unanimous acclamation.
Unfinished Business. None.
New Business. None.
The next meeting of the Board of Directors will be Thursday, 26 July, at 6:00 p.m CDT, at the Bergland Township Hall.
"Chef" Jack Kurtz was thanked for (once again) managing the grill for the picnic.
Motion to adjourn the Annual Meeting was moved and seconded. Motion passed.
Door prizes contributed by area businesses, restaurants, and individuals were given out; and the 50/50 winner was drawn.
Respectfully submitted, Kenneth H. Carlson, Secretary

FINANCIAL REPORT
The July 31, 2018 account balances are as follows: General Account: $ 4,844.54; Special Account: $ 480.82;
CD: $ 7,827.13. The full statement is not being published due to space limitations in this newsletter. The
statement is available upon request to me at gogebic@aol.com or lakegia@aol.com.
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Lake Gogebic Improvement Association
Board of Directors Meeting
26 July 2018
Minutes
President Phil Wirtanen called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. CDT.
Board members present: Mark Brown, Ken Carlson, Carol D’Alberto, Kathy Lowery, Jean Ninefeldt, Jim O’Neill, Steve Salmi, Ralph
Wirtanen, Phil Wirtanen. Also present: Bob D’Alberto (past president).
Board members absent: Mike Burt, Glenn Korpi, Jim Vigness, Chris Wirtanen.
Agenda. Phil Wirtanen distributed the Meeting Agenda. Moved and seconded to adopt the agenda. Motion passed.
Minutes. The minutes from the Annual Meeting were previously sent to Board members by e-mail. Moved and seconded to adopt the
minutes. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report. Jim O’Neill previously sent to Board members the Financial Report dated 31 July 2018. The updated current balances
are: General account: $4,327.09**; Special account: $480.82; Certificate of Deposit: $7,827.13. The need for the Special account was
briefly discussed; and the consensus was that it should be kept to facilitate future special projects. Moved and seconded to accept the
Treasurer’s report. Motion passed.
Election of Officers. Moved and seconded to accept the current slate of officers: Phil Wirtanen, president; Chris Wirtanen, vice president,
Jim O’Neill, treasurer; Ken Carlson, secretary. Motion passed.
New Members. Kathy Lowery and Jean Ninefeldt were welcomed to their first three-year terms on the Board of Directors.
Outgoing Members. Donna Blasius, Mark DeGrave, Mark Gregory, and Jack Kurtz, having concluded their terms on the Board, are
sincerely thanked for their years of service to the LGIA.
Committees:
Membership. Carol D’Alberto led the discussion on membership. Phil Wirtanen shared the draft of a letter to potential
commercial members and invited comment. Carol is revising the LGIA brochure on membership and invited comments.
Currently the LGIA is not a member of the Lake Gogebic Chamber of Commerce; and the matter will be revisited after further
information is received about LGCC categories of membership. Carol reported that realtors continue to be helpful by making
courtesy copies of the membership brochure available to new owners of properties. LGIA boxes at the boat landings and parks on
Lake Gogebic also have membership brochures.
Fish Cribs. The Koivu brothers are building the cribs; and, as applications are received, up to ten cribs can be placed this fall.
Kent McDonough will continue to do the placement of the cribs.
Lake Level and CLMP. Mark Brown will now monitor the lake level and will also coordinate the testing of the water in
conjunction with the Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program. Funding of the Michigan CLMP is anticipated to be secure at least
through next year.
Social. The consensus is that the LGIA Annual Picnic went well. Area businesses and individuals were, once again, generous in
providing door prizes; and their contributions are very much appreciated.
WePIC. Nothing new to report.
Special Projects. The loon nest project is ongoing; and it was noted that it can take several years before results are known. Once
again, in August, the Board will survey and cut purple loosestrife where it is found on the lake. This year no beetles were
available to counteract the spread of purple loosestrife.
.
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Minutes, Cont’d.
Boat Washing. Kathy Lowery reported that boat washing on the lake is going very well again this year. It was noted that the
“Discovering” program on Marquette TV6, which featured the LGIA and aired on 16 July, was widely viewed and well received;
and can be seen on YouTube. The Board plans to show the program video at the Fall dinner in October.
Adopt-a-Highway. It was reported that Jim Vigness did a spring pick-up.
WUP-CAC. Phil Wirtanen will include an update in the next LGIA newsletter. The next meeting will be on 12 September at the
Porcupine Mountains visitor center, in conjunction with the meeting of the Michigan Natural Resources Commission.
Old Business:
Webmaster and Facebook. Nat Carlson has expressed interest and will look at updating the LGIA website. The Facebook page
“Protecting Lake Gogebic” is a growing source of information.
Newsletter. Jim O’Neill plans to have the next newsletter ready to print by the end of the first full week in August. Content and
contributions to the newsletter are both needed and welcomed.
New Business:
Fall Social. The date of the Fall Social was set for 4 October, at the Root Cellar, with cocktails beginning at 5:00 p.m. CDT and
dinner to follow.*
The next meeting of the Board of Directors will be on 23 August 2018, at 6:00 p.m. CDT, at the Bergland Township Hall.
Moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed.
Respectfully submitted,
Kenneth H. Carlson, Secretary
Editor’s notes: *The fall party will be October 4th, but we just learned that the Root Cellar will not be available. Details will be provided.
** Subsequent to the meeting, an error was discovered and corrected. The correct July 31, 2018 balance in the General Account is
$4,844.54.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR. THURSDAY
OCTOBER 4
LGIA FALL DINNER GATHERING LOCATION AND DETAILS WILL BE
FORTHCOMING SOON.

NUMBERS TO KNOW
BERGLAND TWP OFFICE: 906-575-3522

MARENISCO TWP OFFICE: 906-787-2463

MARENISCO POLICE DEPARTMENT: 906-787-2300

LAKE GOGEBIC FIRE DEPARTMENT: 906-842-3555
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If you’ve ever felt that you didn’t have a good reason to try to recruit your neighbors for
membership in the LGIA, read the article again and remember that when it comes to politics,
there is power in numbers.
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WUP-CAC REPORT
PHIL WIRTANEN

The most recent meeting of the Western Upper Peninsula Citizens Advisory Council to the DNR was held at
Michigan Tech on 7/17/18. While the agenda had been set for some weeks, adjustments had to be made due
to the large number of public attendees there to discuss trail damage resulting from flood waters. Stacy Welling
Haughey, Regional Coordinator of the DNR, had quickly mustered a group of folks from the State Police, DEQ,
Houghton County Emergency Response and the DNR to meet with folks and answer their concerns. The
essential story was that the trail system in the area had been knocked out and people were scrambling to
restore it as fast and as well as possible. There are some areas that will have to have major work done to
correct the problems. One of the obvious challenges is money. There is no threat to lives or even property so
there are limited emergency funds available. The normal DNR budget has very little flex in it to accommodate
these kinds of special circumstances. As you might imagine the meeting was quite animated. Not everybody left
fully satisfied but at least they had a good chance to voice opinion.
We were able to turn to our regular agenda to some degree and dealt with the latest information on CWD. As of
now there is no evidence of the presence of the disease in the U.P. Whitetail Deer was the topic of two other
discussions; the current workings of the Whitetail Habitat Workgroup and concerns by Foresters about the
challenges to reforestation efforts due to Whitetail feeding habits. Sometimes we are reminded by such
discussion of the conflicts in the goals of different parts of the DNR.
The September meeting will be held at the Porkies State Park on 9/12/18. It will be held from 3:00 – 5:00 PM
EDT. We are meeting in conjunction with a meeting of the NRC (Natural Resources Commission) on 9/13/188.
They meet all day so for times and their agenda please check the MDNR website. These are both public
meetings and I urge you to attend if possible.
We have half of the Council up for reapplication to continue for another 4 year term in December of this year.
We will probably have some vacancies to fill so if you have any interest or know of somebody you think might
wish to serve refer to the MDNR website for an application.
The LGIA has had representation on the Council for 10 years. It has been a good partnership for our
association.
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Lake Gogebic Improvement(?) Association
Ken Carlson
Lake Gogebic Improvement Association. That's a curious handle for an organization. Most of the name I can
understand. 'Lake Gogebic'. Well, that should be rather obvious to anyone who's dipped a toe or thrown a line in
the Lake, this big bulge of water that feeds the West Branch of the Ontonagon River. And 'Association'. This, too,
seems pretty clear. This oddly appealing assortment of people who over several generations have at least one
thing in common, put simply: the well-being of the Lake. But 'Improvement'? That's the part of the name I
stumble over. Maybe you do, too. Why is this word Improvement in the name??
My father and mother were members of the LGIA. In fact, I still have one of their membership cards--dated April
1964 and signed by John Weber. But my father is the reason I was never inclined to join the Association. OK,
that's not quite the truth. To be perfectly honest, I'm the reason I never signed up. Dad and I would have an
occasional conversation about the LGIA; but my question to him was always: What do you mean by
'improvement'? And because I never got an answer that, by my standards, measured up to the question, I
wouldn't become a member. (I know, it's a rather lame excuse; but it's the truth. I'm also quite certain that mine is
not the only weak excuse for non-membership floating around the Lake. But that's another matter for another
time.)
As it happened, however, a couple of years ago the LGIA was looking for a warm body to be on its Board of
Directors. And because I happened to have a warm body, they agreed to have me come on board. (But largely
recruited, I suspect, because my dear and far less inflexible wife, Terri, had already ably served on the Board-and, of course, signed me up for membership.) Before going to my first meeting, however, I drafted a few
questions--mostly for myself, to sort of guide my interest in the Association; but for the Board, too, if the occasion
ever presented itself. And my first question, you might well guess, was: What do we mean by 'improvement'?
What do we mean by 'improvement'? What do I; what do you mean? My hunch is that most all of us reflexively
connect 'improvement' and 'Lake Gogebic'. And so, the question is: How might we improve Lake Gogebic?
Hmmm. Improve Lake Gogebic. The words do have a congenial flow to them. But the more I mull it over, the
more I'm inclined to think that this might not be the only connection. Maybe 'Improvement' should also be
connected to 'Association'. So then, the question becomes: How might we improve the Association? And
arguably, this might be the even more crucial connection. In other words: How might we improve our ways of
caring so that we can hear the Lake, in its own muted way, whisper a grateful "thank you" in our collective ear?
A little less reflexively, part of me wonders if it's not just a little presumptuous to even ask the question: How
might we improve Lake Gogebic? However possible that may be. As if there's some unarguable answer out
there somewhere just waiting to be revealed. And what would the Lake look like if we did 'improve' it?
If a person were to let the imagination get the better of oneself, we might wonder, for example: Would the Lake
be 'improved' if it were somehow magically restored to pristine condition? Like we might picture it carved out in
the wake of the last retreating glacier, before the first human footstep ever left its first trace on these shores.
(Indeed, I can almost hear the Lake whispering in my ear: "Hey, I was doing just fine until you people showed
up!") The Lake-as-untouched thought is enchanting. Until I realize that this would also mean that my cottage-and yours, too--would no longer be here! Nor would I; and nor would you. Or would the Lake be improved if only
it could be returned to that nostalgic golden time of our younger years? Before the place got all wired up. Back to
the more wistful good ol' days--perhaps even wood stoves and kerosene lamps and outhouses and cane poles.
Unfortunately, the arrow of time moves in one direction; and it's not toward the past. Besides, speaking only for
myself, I'm not very sure-footed walking down memory lane. Or would the Lake be improved if, say, the
population density doubled, tripled, quadrupled; or if it became the mirror image of urban comfort and bug-less
convenience? Perhaps. Then again, perhaps not. What do you think?
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Improvement(?) Cont’d.
'Improvement'. It's a tricky word, isn't it? The more I wrestle with it, the more I understand Dad not being able to
give me the straight, clear answer I wanted. Because I also know that I could do no better if my children asked
me what 'improvement' means. And yet, there it is, in the middle of the name: Lake Gogebic Improvement
Association.
Some years ago, the LGIA Board fleetingly entertained the idea of eliminating 'Improvement' from its name; but
the mess of legalities took the wind out of that sail. So, it seems, we're all stuck with the name; and
'improvement' is indelibly part of it. But that's good, I think; because otherwise too much would be lost. And
oddly, after all these years, I find myself rather falling in love with the word. Nor is the irony lost on me. For years
I refused to join the Association because no one could tell me what the word means. But now I think the word is
strategically--and wisely--lodged in the middle of our name to give us pause. And I like the challenge of trying to
figure out anew what it means, or, better, what I mean by using it. Go figure, huh!
I'm beginning to see 'improvement' as a metaphorical bridge of sorts, spanning, connecting 'where we are' and
'who we are': a way for this 'place' and its 'people' to reach each other. 'Improvement' turns into a critical word
that helps us traverse, but won't let us separate, this body of water and what we're doing here. So, there you
have it: Lake Gogebic Improvement Association. The name has an agreeable flow to it, don’t you think? (And at
one or our meetings I might just ask the question: What do we mean by 'improvement'? Clearly, I've not yet
finished that conversation with my father!)

LGIA FEATURED ON “DISCOVERING”
Kathy Lowery
It will never happen if you don’t try. It was on a lark when I sent a Facebook message to Brian Whitens, host of
the “Discovering” show featured on WLUC, Channel 6, Marquette. This television program is well known to
residents across the U.P. for bring programming that highlights what the Peninsula has to offer when it comes to
nature. I wanted to know if the activities of the LGIA would be a good fit for a Discovering episode.
After contacting Brian through Facebook, I was both eager and concerned as to the portrayal of our area and our
efforts. Would we have enough material to make an entire show and make it interesting? Brian seemed to think
that we did and agreed to come to Lake Gogebic to do a segment on the LGIA.
While the initial focus was aquatic invasive species, we were able to pull in many talking points and activities of
the Lake Gogebic Improvement Association. Boat washing, fish cribs, loon nesting platforms, fishing and
terrestrial invasive species were all addressed in the show. It was a wonderful representation of what the LGIA
does for Lake Gogebic.
If you haven’t seen it, please try to do so. Look for it on 906outdoors.com, search Discovering episode #309. Or
go to the Facebook page “Protecting Lake Gogebic” and find the post.
Many thanks to Brian Whitens for coming to cover us. He’s an impressive one man show who films, edits and
narrates all by himself. He even brought a drone to film the beautiful stretch of the Slate River that houses a
current loon platform.
Thanks also to Phil Wirtanen, Jack Kurtz, Kent McDonough, Carol Van Donsel, Nancy Miskovich, Stan and Pat
Wontor and Gene Kauranen for being available for the filming
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ANNUAL PICNIC PRIZE WINNERS - 2018
Thanks to the generosity of many of the local merchants, and the hard work of our Social Committee, everyone who attended
the Annual Meeting/Picnic won a door prize.





























Jean Alanen
Barb Kurtz
Mark Brown
Glenn Korpi
Jack Kurtz
Mike Tillman
Sandy Tabeling
James Wilkensen
Wilber Hurst
Terri Carlson
Donna Stuzinski
Carol D’Alberto
Lorilyn Gregory
Marge Hurley
Steve Salmi
Carolyn Murray
Mark Gregory
August Tabeling
Bob D’Alberto
Pat Hurley
Danny Stuzinski
Chris Wirtanen
Jean Ninefeldt
Tom Alanen
Kathy Lowery
Bernie Hurley
Jim O’Neill

$50.00 check
$20.00 certificate
Tee shirt
Tee shirt
Watercolor painting
Hat
$20.00 certificate
$10.00 certificate
One day pontoon rental
$20.00 certificate
$10.00 certificate
Tee shirt
$10.00 certificate
$20.00 certificate
$25.00 certificate
Tee shirt
Tee shirt
$25.00 certificate
$10.00 certificate
Hand carved wooden fish
$20.00 certificate
$10.00 certificate
$10.00 certificate
$50.00 check
$10.00 certificate
Tee shirt
$10.00 certificate

GOGEBIC RANGE BANK (Our thanks to Glenn Korpi)
HOOP & HOLLER
LAKE GOGEBIC OUTPOST
BERGLAND BAY BAR
CHRIS WIRTANEN
TIMBERLINE SPORTS
ROOT CELLAR
ANTONIO’S
GOGEBIC LODGE
J.W.’S BBQ AND BREW
TIMBERS RESORT
TIMBERLINE SPORTS
TIMBERS RESORT
ROOT CELLAR
ERLA’S CAFÉ
LAKE GOGEBIC OUTPOST
LAKE GOGEBIC OUTPOST
J.W.’S BBQ AND BREW
ANTONIO’S
CHRIS WIRTANEN
HOOP & HOLLER
TIMBERS RESORT
TIMBERLINE SPORTS
GOGEBIC RANGE BANK (Our thanks to Glenn Korpi)
ANTONIO’S
BERGLAND BAY BAR
TIMBERS RESORT

Jack Kurtz was the winner of the 50/50 raffle in the amount of $60.00. Our thanks to Steve Salmi for handling the ticket sales.
Seems that Steve has the ability to sell snow to Yoopers.
WELCOME ABOARD
We want to take this opportunity to welcome the following new members to the LGIA:






Tom and Jean Alanen
Donna Stuzinski
Jane (Salmi) Barclay
James and Connie Verkuilen

For several years now the Marenisco Township office staff has supported the LGIA by allowing us to use
their automated copy machine to run copies of the newsletter. Of course, the machine is not fully
automated and we rely on the able assistance of the office manager to actually get the letter loaded and
the machine properly prepared to do the 100 collated copies. We proffer our sincere thanks to the
Township and staff for this continuing support.
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LAKE GOGEBIC IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box #75
Bergland, MI 49910

E-mail:
Lakegia@aol.com

SPEAKING WITH ONE VOICE FOR THE
WELFARE OF THE ENTIRE LAKE.

L.G.I.A. BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AND COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
OFFICERS
President— Phil Wirtanen - WUPCAC

906 575-3520

pwirtane@aol.com

Glenn Korpi

Ralph Wirtanen ralphwirtanen@yahoo.com

Vice President— Chris Wirtanen-WEPIC

906-364-3000

906 575-3354

Steve Salmi

2wirtanens@gogebicrange.net

Treasurer—Jim O’Neill
906-575-3429 gogebic@aol.com
Secretary—Ken Carlson

906-575-3301 khcarlson@gogebicrange.net
COMMITTEES:
Mark Brown- Lake Level

hanniebooboo2002@gmail.com
Kathy Lowery – AIS & Boat Washing

906-842-3638 moxiepot@live.com
Carol D’Alberto - Membership
906-842-3525 lkgogebic@gmail.com

Jim Vigness- Adopt – A – Highway
715-212-0918 jwvigness@gmail.com
Mike Burt – Fish Cribs carenburt1952@yahoo.net

gdkorpi@verizon.net

steve.salmi@yahoo.com

Jean Ninefeldt jnquietmagic@gmail.com
906-842-3444

