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LAKE GOGEBIC 
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 

“SPEAKING WITH ONE VOICE 
"FOR THE WELFARE OF THE ENTIRE LAKE” 

 

In This Issue: 
Minutes 
General Activities since 2018 

Editor of LGIA Newsletter—Steve Salmi   Publisher—Jim O’Neill & Ken Carlson 

    From The President’s Desk 

For obvious reasons, we were unable to perform normal activities for 2020. And, although we have 
regrouped, other than a full court press membership drive and a revamping of the Board of Directors, 
2021 has been fairly quiet as well. That said, due to the efforts of Kathy and Walt Whitburn and John 
Luxton, we have a “new and greatly improved” brochure which sets out the values and activities of the 
LGIA and solicits for new membership.  
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

The August 26, 2021 account balances are as follows: General Account: $ 9,282.37; CD: $ 7,971.23. The full 
statement is available upon request to me at lakegia@aol.com 

What follows then is a synopsis of our activities during the few years preceding 2020. We believe that 
these articles nicely reflect the “normal” annual activities of the LGIA. I want to thank all of you who have 
joined or renewed your membership during the past few months.  I hope you will find that our programs 
provide worthwhile assistance to maintaining the quality of Lake Gogebic. I would also invite you to get 
involved in these activities and/or suggest to the Board things that we could or should be doing as well. 
Hope to meet all of you at our Annual Meeting/ Elections/ Fall Dinner. 

 

Steve Salmi 
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Lake Gogebic Improvement Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 

22 July 2021 

Minutes 

 

. 

 

President pro tem Steve Salmi called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. CDT. 

 

Board Members Present: Mike Burt; Ken Carlson; Jeanette Huge; Jack Kurtz; Mark Malmberg; Jim O'Neill; Steve Salmi; Walt 
Whitburn; Chris Wirtanen; Ralph Wirtanen. 

Board Members Absent: Dwight Aukee; Karen Ekstrum; Tim Kolesar; Jean Ninefeldt; Carole Tuckey; Jim Vigness 

Others Present: John Luxton; Ron Searles 

The roll call was followed by self-introductions of those present. 

Agenda. The Chair presented the agenda. Moved and seconded without change. Motion passed. 

Secretary's Report. Ken Carlson presented the Minutes from the previous meeting on 24 June 2021, previously distributed by e-mail. 
Moved and seconded to accept the Minutes as distributed. Motion passed. 

Treasurer's Report. Jim O'Neill presented the report, dated 22 July 2021. The previous balance was $8,165.37. From 25 June to 22 
July, $1,260 was received in membership payments. One expenditure of $20, for the State of Michigan non-profit organization report, 
was noted. The current balance in the General Account is $9,405.37. The balance in the CD Account is $7,971.23. Moved and 
seconded to accept the report. Motion passed. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership. Jim O'Neill reported that 20 new members have joined the LGIA, bringing the membership total to 154. Jim expressed his 
willingness to continue working with membership in the interim until the Board can appoint a permanent membership coordinator 
emerges. The Board acknowledged that this is a pressing need if the LGIA is to continue to grow. 

Adopt-A-Highway. It was noted that crews other than the LGIA were seen picking up roadside litter. 

Boat Washing. The Board discussed how to proceed with this important component of the LGIA's work following the resignation of 
Kathy Lowery from the Board. Steve Salmi will meet with Kathy to gain her insights and suggestions. 

 

Crib Project. Mike Burt reported that the LGIA pontoon was successfully used by the Gogebic Lodge for 4th of July fireworks. Two fish 
cribs remain to be placed; and the Koivu brothers are agreeable to build more for placement in 2022. 

 

Lake Level and CLMP. Jack Kurtz, the new coordinator, noted that he is gathering information from predecessors on how best to do 
this work. 

 

WePIC. Chris Wirtanen underscored the importance of the LGIA continuing to be in contact and developing a partnership relationship 
with WePIC. 

 

WUP-CAC. Walt Whitburn reported that he as spoken with the DNR field representative, and currently there are no open seats on the 
Committee. Application is required to sit on the Committee; and Walt will apply. 

 

Website. Nat Carlson, administrator of the LGIA website, will be attending the Board's meeting in August. 

 

Social. The Board discussed when to hold the 2021 Annual Meeting of the LGIA, as well as the annual Fall Gathering. It was moved 
and seconded that the Annual Meeting and Fall Gathering be combined this year and held on September 21st. Motion passed. 

 

Old Business: 

 

It was noted that the State Park is open for swimming, following closure due to e-coli. The Board also reaffirmed that swimmer's itch in 
Lake Gogebic is an ongoing concern of the LGIA. 
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Lake Gogebic Improvement Association 
Fall Dinner Party 

 
FINALLY, this year we will have a dinner party in 
September. This year’s event will be held at The Root Cellar 
on Thursday, September 30th. Happy Hour will begin at 
4:00 p.m. CDT with a cash bar. Appetizers will be provided 
by the Association. The meal, which costs $15.00 per 
person, will be served “family style”. The menu and other 
details will be provided by Carole Tuckey in the near future. 
Dessert will be provided by the Association. Because this 
event shall constitute the Annual Meeting of the LGIA, there 
will be a brief business meeting at which the election of 
Board Members will be held. 
 
Carole with be providing the details as well as the 
reservation information so keep an eye out for that in your 
email. 
 

Jim O'Neill noted that liability insurance on the pontoon is in effect. 

New Business: 

The Board discussed the need to refresh and update the LGIA brochure. Walt Whitburn will work on a draft. 

A reported presence of the invasive species eurasian watermilfoil is unconfirmed. 

The Board discussed the ongoing importance of reaching out to former members of the Association. Jim O'Neill noted that off the 6-7 
hundred property owners on Lake Gogebic only 154 are members. 

The next meeting of the LGIA Board of Directors will be on 26 August 2021, at 6:00 p.m. CDT, at the Bergland Township Fire hall. 

 

Moved and seconded to adjourn. Motion passed at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kenneth H. Carlson, Secretary 
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(Reprinted from August 2018) 

 

Lake Gogebic Improvement(?) Association 

 

Ken Carlson 

 

Lake Gogebic Improvement Association. That's a curious handle for an organization. Most of the name I can 
understand. 'Lake Gogebic'. Well, that should be rather obvious to anyone who's dipped a toe or thrown a line in the 
Lake, this big bulge of water that feeds the West Branch of the Ontonagon River. And 'Association'. This, too, seems 
pretty clear. This oddly appealing assortment of people who over several generations have at least one thing in 
common, put simply: the well-being of the Lake. But 'Improvement'? That's the part of the name I stumble over. Maybe 
you do, too. Why is this word Improvement in the name?? 

 

My father and mother were members of the LGIA. In fact, I still have one of their membership cards--dated April 1964 
and signed by John Weber. But my father is the reason I was never inclined to join the Association. OK, that's not quite 
the truth. To be perfectly honest, I'm the reason I never signed up. Dad and I would have an occasional conversation 
about the LGIA; but my question to him was always: What do you mean by 'improvement'? And because I never got an 
answer that, by my standards, measured up to the question, I wouldn't become a member. (I know, it's a rather lame 
excuse; but it's the truth. I'm also quite certain that mine is not the only weak excuse for non-membership floating around 
the Lake. But that's another matter for another time.) 

 

As it happened, however, a couple of years ago the LGIA was looking for a warm body to be on its Board of Directors. 
And because I happened to have a warm body, they agreed to have me come on board. (But largely recruited, I suspect, 
because my dear and far less inflexible wife, Terri, had already ably served on the Board--and, of course, signed me up 
for membership.) Before going to my first meeting, however, I drafted a few questions--mostly for myself, to sort of guide 
my interest in the Association; but for the Board, too, if the occasion ever presented itself. And my first question, you 
might well guess, was: What do we mean by 'improvement'? 

 

What do we mean by 'improvement'? What do I; what do you mean? My hunch is that most all of us reflexively connect 
'improvement' and 'Lake Gogebic'. And so, the question is: How might we improve Lake Gogebic? Hmmm. Improve 
Lake Gogebic. The words do have a congenial flow to them. But the more I mull it over, the more I'm inclined to think 
that this might not be the only connection. Maybe 'Improvement' should also be connected to 'Association'. So then, the 
question becomes: How might we improve the Association? And arguably, this might be the even more crucial 
connection. In other words: How might we improve our ways of caring so that we can hear the Lake, in its own muted 
way, whisper a grateful "thank you" in our collective ear? 

A little less reflexively, part of me wonders if it's not just a little presumptuous to even ask the question: How might we 
improve Lake Gogebic? However possible that may be. As if there's some unarguable answer out there somewhere just 
waiting to be revealed. And what would the Lake look like if we did 'improve' it? 

 

If a person were to let the imagination get the better of oneself, we might wonder, for example: Would the Lake be 
'improved' if it were somehow magically restored to pristine condition? Like we might picture it carved out in the wake of 
the last retreating glacier, before the first human footstep ever left its first trace on these shores. (Indeed, I can almost 
hear the Lake whispering in my ear: "Hey, I was doing just fine until you people showed up!") The Lake-as-untouched 
thought is enchanting. Until I realize that this would also mean that my cottage--and yours, too--would no longer be here! 
Nor would I; and nor would you. Or would the Lake be improved if only it could be returned to that nostalgic golden time 
of our younger years? Before the place got all wired up. Back to the more wistful good ol' days--perhaps even wood 
stoves and kerosene lamps and outhouses and cane poles. Unfortunately, the arrow of time moves in one direction; and 
it's not toward the past. Besides, speaking only for myself, I'm not very sure-footed walking down memory lane. Or would 
the Lake be improved if, say, the population density doubled, tripled, quadrupled; or if it became the mirror image of 
urban comfort and bug-less convenience? Perhaps. Then again, perhaps not. What do you think? 'Improvement'. It's a 
tricky word, isn't it? The more I wrestle with it, the more I understand Dad not being able to give me the straight, clear 
answer I wanted. Because I also know that I could do no better if my children asked me what 'improvement' means. And 
yet, there it is, in the middle of the name: Lake Gogebic Improvement Association. 
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Improvement (?) Cont’d 

 

Some years ago, the LGIA Board fleetingly entertained the idea of eliminating 'Improvement' from its name; but the mess 
of legalities took the wind out of that sail. So, it seems, we're all stuck with the name; and 'improvement' is indelibly part of 
it. But that's good, I think; because otherwise too much would be lost. And oddly, after all these years, I find myself rather 
falling in love with the word. Nor is the irony lost on me. For years I refused to join the Association because no one could 
tell me what the word means. But now I think the word is strategically--and wisely--lodged in the middle of our name to give 
us pause. And I like the challenge of trying to figure out anew what it means, or, better, what I mean by using it. Go figure, 
huh! 

I'm beginning to see 'improvement' as a metaphorical bridge of sorts, spanning, connecting 'where we are' and 'who we 
are': a way for this 'place' and its 'people' to reach each other. 'Improvement' turns into a critical word that helps us 
traverse, but won't let us separate, this body of water and what we're doing here. So, there you have it: Lake Gogebic 
Improvement Association. The name has an agreeable flow to it, don’t you think? (And at one or our meetings I might just 
ask the question: What do we mean by 'improvement'? Clearly, I've not yet finished that conversation with my father!) 

 

 

Purple Loosestrife Harvest 2018 

 

Eight hearty souls gathered one rather bleak August morning to venture out to once again work to contain the spread of Purple Loosestrife 
at the south end of Lake Gogebic.  

The work is somewhat simple but challenging. You move to each of the plant patches by pontoon boat or flat bottom boat. Once you get 
close enough to enter the patch you have to pick each step carefully to avoid sinking into the muck present on the bottom. It can pull your 
boots right off of your feet if you allow its suction to trap you.  

Once you are in the marsh itself, the challenge is to find a firm footing for each step as you move from plant to plant. Long handled 
clippers are the tool of choice the plants. Once cut, each plant is bundled with the others and when a good quantity is ready, they have to 
be brought back to the boat and bagged in contractor bags.  

When a patch is cleared of all that you can access, the cutters return to the boat, which is just as difficult as leaving the boat. Then it’s on 
to the next patch until the job is done.  
We did not place buckets of Galerucella Beetles out into the largest patch as we have in past years. We were told that the beetles should 
establish a colony in the area and contain the spread of the plants quite effectively. Our crew worked a portion of that largest patch just to 
help the beetles along this year. 

Gathering the plants is one thing disposing of them is another. Preventing the spread of Loosestrife is the primary goal of the effort so care 
has to be exercised to dispose of them. They are bagged and then transported to a location where they can be completely burned. 

We work in partnership with UPPCO on this project each year. They provide the financial support and we provide the volunteer labor and 
match our commitment to theirs. It makes for a great team in protecting Lake Gogebic. All members are cordially invited to join in the effort 
during the 2019 campaign. Keep an eye on the newsletter for the date and location. 
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WHAT IS A NATURAL SHORELINE 
(ML&SA APRIL NEWSLETTER) 

Did you know that many of the things that you love about lake front living depend on natural vegetation?   A 
healthy (natural) shoreline must have a variety trees, shrubs and plants.  These plants are doing "work" 
by supporting a large variety of fish and wildlife. They provide needed habitat for feeding, staying safe and 
raising their young.  This natural vegetation provides habitat for fish and wildlife that use the lake edge but 
also helps the lake in many other ways too: (1)    Helps keep the lake clean by slowing and filtering runoff 
as it moves towards the lake.  (2)  Allows more water to be absorbed into the ground than runoff. 
(3) Provides needed shade for keeping the water cooler. (4) Protects lake edge from wave and ice erosion 
when there is a good mixture of native  Plants both on the land and in the water. 

Keep the Plants! They aren't "just weeds"! 

Healthy fish, abundant wildlife, and clear, clean water all depend on the individual decisions that we make 
about our lakefront properties.  In many situations when humans come along many plants instantly become 
weeds especially the plants in the near shore area in the lake (littoral zone).  When lakeshore lots 
are developed native trees, shrubs and plants are typically replaced by lawns and the plants are also 
removed from in the lake.   Once the vegetation is gone the fish and wildlife are gone too!   They can't just 
"go someplace else". Each bird, frog, butterfly, fish, turtle etc have different requirements for what 
they need for food, for nesting and raising young and staying safe. 

 
The definition of a "weed" is a plant considered undesirable in a particular situation.  Or a plant that is 
deemed in the wrong place based on a human perspective.   Native plants along lake shores are in the 
right place from nature's perspective.  If you look at a lake that has little to no development the shoreline 
will typically have three (3) tiers of vegetation:   

1. Trees (canopy) 
2. Shrubs 
3. Plants (in the lake and on the land. 

 
In addition the vegetation is also replaced by impervious (hard) surfaces such as driveways, rooftops and 
parking areas.  These high impact types of development decrease the   amount of water that can soak into 
the ground and creates more storm water runoff that carries pollutants to lakes. If they are fertilized, heavy 
rains carry nutrients directly into the lake.   The cumulative effect of many lawns along a lake shore 
will adversely affect water quality, fish, wildlife and aesthetics. 

What do we have to lose? 

Inland lakes support a high number of different kinds of fish and wildlife both on the land and in the water. 
 The near-shore (littoral zone) areas of inland lakes are some of the most diverse areas.  When these 
plants are removed from in the water and replaced with lawn on the land Michigan stands to lose a lot.  
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Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership 
Chris Wirtanen 

 
On July 28th I attended a conference at Watersmeet sponsored by the Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership, a 
Michigan State University Extension sponsored event. Attendees included property owners, county, city and 
township personnel, representatives of Lac Vieux Desert Tribal Community, lake associations, invasive species 
activists and the Department of Environmental Quality. Approximately 70 people were in attendance in addition 
to the presenters. 
 
There was the usual cadre of self-anointed experts from the floor who truly believe that their grasp of pertinent 
facts exceed their captive audiences ability to keep from nodding off. Sometimes I think they simply love the 
sound of their own voices. 
 
One thing was made abundantly clear – Michigan's numerous lakes are under siege by well meaning, 
uninformed landowners who have no idea what constitutes a healthy shoreline. The very things which made 
their dandelion-free suburban lawns the envy of their neighborhood are slowly destroying the lakes’ ecosystem. 
This was the overriding message of the conference. What can we do to change the thinking of the myriad of 
property owners without forcing them in a corner? How can we enable them to have a beautiful, natural lot that 
considers the lake's overall welfare? Yes, it is possible and that's the primary goal of the Michigan Natural 
Shoreline Partnership. 
 
To itemize everything the session covered would be counter-productive. Some of you have probably already 
heard enough as you know where this conversation is heading, but please indulge me a few minutes of your 
time to make you aware of some very good points they made. 
 
First of all, the concept called a “sense of place”. Ask yourself what drew you to this beautiful Upper Peninsula – 
the fresh air, the deep green forests, the clear pristine waters, the star filled nights, the fishing – certainly not the 
mosquitoes or alas, the shopping. It must have been nature more than anything else. 
 
Alright, think about things left behind. I know what I don't miss – the traffic, squealing tires, loud bass sound 
systems, leaf blowers and “Chemlawn” (now incidentally called Spring Green). Okay, what did that little piece of 
paradise in the city lack? Water! You felt a need to be on water! Being on water comes with some responsibility. 
To put it bluntly: to “keep it clean”. It's as simple as that. What are you as a property owner and steward of our 
environment going to do? The use of “native plants” as a landscaping alternative is a good start. See the article 
(reprinted from MLSA Newsletter) starting on the next page. 
 
Secondly, a point worthy of mention is the understanding what constitutes a healthy inland lake ecosystem. It's 
time we educate the landowners of the benefits of maintaining a healthy aquatic wetland and upland zone. This 
is where it can get a bit complicated and I'd refer you to Natural Shoreline Landscapes on Michigan's Inland 
Lakes Guidebook for Property Owners, Extension Bulletin E-3154. This publication first printed in 2011 spells 
out in a concise understandable fashion everything the experts consider essential to constructing and 
maintaining a healthy lake lot. If you’re interested, this 70 page document is available at shop.msu.edu. One of 
the menu choices then is MSU Extension Bookstore. You then find the pamphlet by going to the Natural 
Resources item and searching the pamphlets for your item. The cost is $25.00. 
 
Thirdly, I would like to emphasize that everything I've stated here seems to presuppose that it's all up to you. 
Well, not necessarily - ask any west shore resident who hooked up to a seemingly inevitable sewer system. We 
became, whether we liked it or not, worthy stewards of our lake. I don't mean to editorialize, but be forewarned – 
the DEQ and others have a real interest in keeping Lake Gogebic clean. 
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June 2019 

AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES PREVENTION 

 

Almost all of the membership is aware that we are involved in the boat washing program at the Bergland launch site. Not 
many, however, are fully aware of the extent of the program. In 2012 the USDA Forest Service Ottawa National Forest 
and Bergland Township began a partnership to prevent and control invasive species in and around Lake Gogebic, with 
funding from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI).  On March 27, 2017, the Forest Service and Bergland 
Township signed a second agreement (#17-PA-11090700-015) to continue the cooperative work for another five years.  
Bergland Township has the authority to undertake this public education and invasive species work around Lake Gogebic.  
Bergland Township works with the Lake Gogebic Improvement Association (LGIA) for invasive species matters on the 
lake.  To this end, Bergland Township provides an invasive species coordinator for Lake Gogebic.  In this case, the 
coordinator is Kathy Lowery.  Her duties are to conduct "Clean Boats Clean Waters" public education, teaching people 
about AIS and how to prevent the spread of AIS.  When boaters agree, one of her team operates the U. S. Forest Service 
pressure washer and washes the boats and trailers.  In addition, she supervises and schedules other washer staff, 
coordinates activities with the Lake Gogebic Improvement Association, and conducts other public education concerning 
AIS, possibly including public presentations, working with local schools, and preparing news releases about AIS. 

Her duties include: 

 Attends the Lake Gogebic Improvement Association meetings to keep the Board of Directors informed on the AIS education 
efforts.  

 Supervising and scheduling boater education and boat washing staff and volunteers. 
 Creation of a Lake Gogebic Citizen AIS Prevention Watch program 
 Recruit and coordinator volunteers for boater education, boat washing, AIS prevention, invasive plant control (mostly purple 

loosestrife and common buckthorn), and AIS lake surveys. 
 Record volunteer and staff hours and accomplishments 
 Work with the Bergland Township Clerk to oversee payroll and completion of the agreement annual report.  

2018 boat washer staff continued with Stanley and Pat Wontor at the Bergland boat launch, Gene Kauranen at the East 
Shore Boat Launch and Carol VanDonsel and Nancy Miskovich at the Gogebic State Park and Gogebic County Park. 
Kathy kept in contact with the washer staff; making sure they were equipped with literature and handouts, overseeing 
payroll and addressing any concerns presented. Additionally, Lowery met periodically with the Bergland Township Clerk. 

For all public contacts, Kathy completes a Clean Boats Clean Waters activities form, provided by the U. S. Forest Service. 
At a minimum this form must include the date, time, location, number of people contacted, and number of boats washed.  
The invasive species coordinator will type data into an Excel spreadsheet and provide same to the U. S. Forest Service by 
July 1, October 1, and November 15, of each year for which funding is provided.  The U. S. Forest Service will review the 
report and forward the data to GLRI in a timely manner. 

During 2018, the AIS team contacted 1,467 people at the various launch locations and washed 144 boats/trailers. It is 
interesting to note the following illustration which demonstrates that there are many visitors from out of state which 
increases the risk of an invasive species entering our Lake.  

 

 

UNFORTUNATELY, AFTER KATHY’S MANY YEARS OF DEVOTED SERVICE, THE LGIA NEEDS SOMEONE TO 
TAKE ON THESE DUTIES. ALL OF US SHOULD GIVE SERIOUS THOUGHT TO STEPPING UP TO THE PLATE AND 
CONTINUING THE MANAGEMENT OF THIS CRITICAL FUNCTION. IF YOU ARE WILLING AND ABLE, PLEASE 
CONTACT ANY OF THE BOARD MEMBERS, LISTED ON THE LAST PAGE OF THE NEWSLETTER. 

2018 Vehicle Plates

MI WI IL MN Other
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Michigan Swimmer's Itch Partnership Meeting 

Chris Wirtanen 

On June 22nd, Jack Kurtz and I representing the Lake Gogebic Improvement Association, trundled off to the domain of the 
trolls to attend the Michigan Swimmer's Itch Partnership (MSIP) meeting at the Roscommon High School. Swimmer's Itch 
(Schistosomiasis Cercariae) heck, I can't pronounce it either is found on all continents except Antarctica – imagine that. It 
affects approximately 200,000,000 people and is considered an emerging disease. Unfortunately Lake Gogebic has it. In 
light of this, our association figured we'd best find out what we can and, if possible, address the situation. 

Jack and I found out some rather interesting things about this public health menace lurking in our pristine waters. We would 
like to itemize some of the truths, half truths and myths that surround it. Here are a few examples: 

1. Brisk toweling off after a swim does nothing for you. The larvae of the parasite (found mostly in snails) have already 
penetrated the skin. 

2. The Chinese banded mystery snail does not carry the parasite. This is good news as Lake Gogebic is inundated with 
them. 

3. To date there is no topical remedy one can apply. Some such as Rocky Mountain Sunscreen and Ultra 30 by Sawyer 
have shown promise; however, no clinical tests have occurred and some contain Deet – something people are 
reluctant to use on children. Also Deet products wash off easily. 

4. Some people think swimmer's itch is worse close to shore and you can avoid it by swimming out deep – not 
necessarily - wind direction is far more important. Once the wind stirs up the water it seems to be everywhere – 
sometimes a mile away from its initial source. Obviously the best condition is an off shore wind. 

5. It only occurs when you disturb the shoreline by removing rocks, logs, and other debris. Again, it is usually there 
anyway but surely it doesn't help when you engage in this activity. 

6. The Mallard ducks and Canadian geese are the carriers – nope, even though these ubiquitous nuisances mess up 
your yards and docks. They are rarely if ever the culprits. 

7. Some people react to swimmer's itch more than others. Absolutely, 20% aren't bothered at all. The rest of us – wow!! 
It's duration averages 9 days, some more, some less. 

 

So where does it come from? 

The answer is the common Merganser duck. When a breeding population is removed from a lake, the cases of swimmer's 
itch go down exponentially. They are the major carriers. Which brings us to the point – what are we as a lake association 
going to do about it? This is the hard part. There are many socio-economic issues that arise. First of all, the experts know 
very little about it. They know it is found in the vascular systems of birds and mammals and that snails are the intermediate 
hose and that Mergansers are the definitive host. We enter the parasite's complex life cycle when our skin comes in contact 
with the larvae; hence, the extreme overwhelming itchiness that often results in blood oath vows to never swim in that lake 
again!! Result – public beaches post closed signs, resorts empty out, and worst of all property values plummet. After all, who 
wants to own a place where the children (mostly affected) can't even swim? Enough editorializing. Houston, we have a 
problem and what can we do about it?  

Some possible approaches: 

Remove the Mergansers. Capture them and transport them to another location, scare them away with pyrotechnics or noise 
of other types. That is best done right after ice-out so they don't get a chance to breed, and it should be done by people 
trained for that activity. Mergansers are large and can be a formidable foe. Killing them is illegal. 

Remove the offending snails – which ones? The parasite carriers are difficult to identify and even though they prefer sandy 
shorelines,  those in rocky areas are difficult to rake. Treat the lake with copper sulfate which is costly and can have far 
reaching environmental consequences and probably is illegal. So far those lakes which have had the most success in solving 
this problem have secured the services of a company called Sicon from Lower Michigan. Higgins Lake, for instance, is 
currently involved in a 3 year comprehensive swimmer itch control program. The results so far are promising,. They hope to 
achieve the level of success of neighboring Glen Lake where their association claims a 99.5% reduction in swimmer's itch 
cases. The elephant in the room, however, might be the cost of the program. This is where various funding sources such as 
state, federal, and private come into play. We, as a lake association, can become pro-active. Please report any exposure you 
may have had or heard of to any of the Board members listed on the last page of this newsletter. 
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LAKE GOGEBIC IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box #75 
Bergland, MI 49910 

L.G.I.A. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AND COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

 

 OFFICERS 

 
President— Steve Salmi 
steve.salmi@yahool.com 
 
Vice President— Ralph Wirtanen 

ralphwirtanen@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer—Jim O’Neill – Membership & Newsletter 
jimmy7449@gmail.com 
 
Secretary—Ken Carlson – Newsletter 
kcarlson@alphacomm.net 
 
COMMITTEES: 
 
Chris Wirtanen – WEPIC      Jean Ninefeldt 
2wirtanens@gogebicrange.net     jnquietmagic@gmail.com 
 
Jim Vigness- Adopt – A – Highway     Jeanette Huge 
jwvigness@gmail.com       jeanettebhuge@gmail.com 
 
Mike Burt – Fish Cribs         Dwight Aukee 
carenburt1952@yahoo.com      daukee@comcast.net 
 
Walt Whitburn – WUPCAC 
wwhitburn@gmail.com       Karen Ekstrum      
 
Carole Tuckey – Social 
carole.tuckey@gmail.com      Tim Kolesar 
 
John Luxton – Membership 
john@advancedplm.com 
 
Jack Kurtz – Lake Level & CLMP 
jkurtzmich@aol.com 
 
AIS & BOAT WASHING: TBD 
 


